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and grandchildren. Congratulations on
your retirement.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO THE ‘‘BUILDING
SKILLS FOR AMERICA’’ CAMPAIGN

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, last
week nearly 200 high school and college
student members of Skills USA-Voca-
tional Industrial Clubs of America,
their instructors, and corporate spon-
sors came to Capitol Hill to report the
results of their year-long ‘‘Building
Skills for America’’ signature cam-
paign. Building Skills for America is a
public awareness initiative by Skills
USA-VICA to demonstrate the urgent
needs of business and industry for a
highly-skilled work force and the pri-
vate sector’s effective support for occu-
pational instruction.

The campaign has given these stu-
dents the opportunity to speak to their
communities about their pride in their
chosen professions and the many op-
portunities available through good
technical education. The students were
able to collect 200,000 signatures for the
campaign. I congratulate all of these
students for their skillful work and
dedication in promoting state-of-the-
art vocational education and job train-
ing programs.

I ask that a congratulatory letter to
these outstanding young leaders,
signed by Senators COLLINS, REED,
GRASSLEY, KERRY, INHOFE, MILLER,
LUGAR, BRYAN, MURKOWSKI, DODD,
ROTH, KERREY, DEWINE, MURRAY,
HAGEL, MIKULSKI, HATCH, HARKIN,
REID, LINCOLN, BINGAMAN, HOLLINGS,
LEVIN, CONRAD, CLELAND, WYDEN and
myself may be printed in the RECORD.

The letter follows:
U.S. SENATE,

Washington, DC, September 20, 2000.
STUDENT MEMBERS AND STAFF,
SkillsUSA–VICA.

Warmest congratulations on your impres-
sive efforts to raise the awareness of all
Americans about the importance of a well-
trained workforce. We commend you for your
recognition that the nation’s prosperity de-
pends on the skills of our workers, and that
a shortage of highly-skilled workers threat-
ens American competitiveness and hampers
the ability of companies to compete success-
fully in the modern economy.

It is estimated that the nation will have 50
million job openings between now and 2006—
and most of these openings will require high-
ly developed skills. Clearly, we must do more
to promote the training necessary to respond
to this challenge.

Education and technical training offered
through the nation’s colleges and schools in
conjunction with the SkillsUSA–VICA pro-
gram is a national resource for teaching the
academic, occupational, and professional
skills that will help students to become well-
trained workers and responsible citizens. The
200,000 signatures that you collected over the
past year in your Building Skills for Amer-
ica campaign have increased public support
for the on-going education and training of
the workforce across the country.

You deserve great credit for the success of
your Building America Campaign. We are
proud to support continuing state-of-the-art
vocational education programs and job train-
ing programs that reflect the changing needs
of American business and industry. The con-

tributions of hard-working Americans have
been and will continue to be essential to the
prosperity of the nation. We look forward to
working closely with you to achieve these
important goals.

Edward M. Kennedy, Susan M. Collins,
Jack Reed, Charles E. Grassley, John
F. Kerry, James M. Inhofe, Zell Miller,
Richard G. Lugar, Richard H. Bryan,
Frank H. Murkowski, Christopher J.
Dodd, William V. Roth, Jr., J. Robert
Kerrey, Mike DeWine, Patty Murray,
Chuck Hagel, Barbara A. Mikulski,
Orrin G. Hatch, Tom Harkin, Harry
Reid, Blanche L. Lincoln, Jeff Binga-
man, Ernest F. Hollings, Carl Levin,
Kent Conrad, Ron Wyden, Max
Cleland.∑
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MS. LILLIAN ADAMS RECEIVES
2000 ALEXANDER MACOMB CIT-
IZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, each
year the Southeast Michigan Chapter
of the March of Dimes recognizes a se-
lect group of individuals whose con-
tributions to the Macomb County,
Michigan, community have been in-
valuable. I rise today to recognize Ms.
Lillian Adams, who will receive an Al-
exander Macomb Citizen of the Year
Award at a dinner benefitting the
March of Dimes on September 27, 2000.

Ms. Adams has served as Executive
Director of the Sterling Heights Area
Chamber of Commerce for the past 24
years, after having held the same posi-
tion on St. Clair Shores Chamber of
Commerce for eight years. Her duties
within these organizations have in-
cluded small business advocacy, service
as community ombudsman, and
hosting local business cable programs.

Ms. Adams is a devoted participant
in the Macomb County Community
Growth Alliance and the St. Joseph
Mercy Community Foundation. She
has been an active supporter of the
March of Dimes and the Kiwanis Club
and serves on the boards of the
Otsikita Girl Scouts and the Macomb
Symphony Orchestra.

Ms. Adams also was a founding mem-
ber of the Sterling Heights Foundation
and the Shelby Township Community
Foundation, and a past president of the
Utica Community Schools Foundation
for Educational Excellence.

And, as dedicated as she has been to
these many causes, Ms. Adams is even
more dedicated to her two sons,
Micheal and Brian, and her grandchild,
Brigette.

I applaud Ms. Adams on the dedica-
tion she has demonstrated to Macomb
County, and the many successful ef-
forts she has made to improve the qual-
ity of life for its citizens. On behalf of
the entire United States Senate, I con-
gratulate Ms. Lillian Adams on receiv-
ing the 2000 Alexander Macomb Citizen
of the Year Award.∑
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IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS W.
CORCORAN

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize one of the truly
dedicated public servants of the State

of New Jersey. It gives me pleasure to
extend my congratulations to Thomas
Corcoran on receiving the Outstanding
Citizen Award for 2000 from the Phil-
lipsburg Area Chamber of Commerce.

Over the years, Mr. Corcoran has
done a great deal for the betterment of
Phillipsburg, New Jersey. He has
fought for a better education for the
children of the area through his efforts
to promote a bond issue for the con-
struction of new schools. He was ap-
pointed by former Governor Florio to
serve as a commissioner on the Phil-
lipsburg Housing Authority. Further,
he has worked towards the revitaliza-
tion of Phillipsburg’s tourist industry
by working with New Jersey State Leg-
islators and other prominent individ-
uals to promote Phillipsburg as the
site of the New Jersey Railroad Mu-
seum.

Mr. Corcoran has always been there
for the Town of Phillipsburg. Be it
serving as town mayor and other public
posts, or taking the time to serve as
the public address announcer for Phil-
lipsburg High School football games,
Mr. Corcoran has been an exemplar of
citizenship, town pride, and selfless-
ness.

Through his efforts, Mr. Corcoran has
shown the great dedication he holds for
the town he calls home. Those efforts
make it an honor for me to be able to
stand with the Phillipsburg Area
Chamber of Commerce and recognize
an individual such as Mr. Corcoran.∑
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COMMENDING IDAHO OLYMPIAN,
CHARLES BURTON

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend the remarkable ac-
complishments of Charles Burton, an
Idaho native and wrestler for the U.S.
Olympic team.

Charles was born in Ontario, Oregon
and raised in Boise, Idaho. He grad-
uated from Centennial High School in
Boise, where he was a state champion,
and Boise State University, where he
won All-American status. In 1997,
Charles won the University Freestyle
National Championship and became a
Pan American bronze medalist. Charles
earned the number two spot on the US
National team in 1999 after earning a
silver medal at the world team trials in
Seattle, Washington. He will wrestle in
the Olympics from September 29th
through October 1st.

This Idahoan, and other devoted ath-
letes, serve as reminders that through
healthy competition, our challengers
can inspire us to excel. They unify
those of us who watch them through
shared pride and passion. Their vic-
tories leave our souls soaring high and
our feet light. In times of defeat, we
are humbled by the fact that there is
more work to be done to reach our
team’s victory.

The Olympic ideal is perhaps the best
evidence that endurance, the desire to
challenge oneself, and the pursuit of
achieving top physical form are age-old
endeavors. The events demonstrate
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that the will to compete in the athletic
arena is nearly universal, crossing
boundaries of culture and geography to
bring together most of the world’s na-
tions. It is one of the great celebra-
tions of the human spirit and one of
the finest examples of our time of
peaceful multi-national competition.

I am very proud of Charles’ accom-
plishments and the role that he will
play in this international competition.
I wish Charles, and all the other ath-
letes who are participating in the
Olympics this year, the challenge of
vigorous competition. May they again
know the exaltation of pushing them-
selves to their limits and the roar of a
crowd that lives vicariously through
their triumph.∑
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101ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE VETERANS
OF FOREIGN WARS

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars on the 101st anniversary
of its founding, which is to be cele-
brated this Friday, September 29, For
over a century, the men and women of
the VFW and the VFW Ladies Auxil-
iary have worked tirelessly to ensure
that veterans are treated with the re-
spect they deserve.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars can
trace its origins to 1899, with the
founding of several local organizations
composed of veterans of the Spanish-
American War and the Philippine In-
surrection. Members of these organiza-
tions were interested in securing med-
ical care and pensions related to their
military service. Over the next few
years, these groups took part in a se-
ries of mergers, until by 1913 a single
group calling itself ‘‘the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States’’
was formed. The VFW was chartered by
the U.S. Congress in 1936.

According to the VFW, which is
headquartered in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, eligibility requirements for
membership include ‘‘military service
on foreign soil or in hostile waters in a
campaign for which the U.S. govern-
ment has authorized a medal.’’ This
has been a particularly war-torn cen-
tury, and America has provided leader-
ship in many of our century’s conflicts,
so a great many Americans meet these
requirements. And a great many Amer-
icans have taken advantage of the ben-
efits of membership: at this time, al-
most 2 million men and women belong
to the VFW, including over 72,000 in my
home state of Minnesota. The VFW
pursues a number of goals through its
many programs and services, which are
aimed at strengthening comradeship
among its members, perpetuating the
memory and history of our fallen sol-
diers, fostering patriotism, defending
the Constitution, and promoting serv-
ice to our communities and our coun-
try.

The VFW also works to advance leg-
islation benefiting veterans, their de-
pendents and survivors. One of its main

legislative goals, and one that’s very
near and dear to my own heart, is en-
suring that Congress maintains an ade-
quate budget for veterans’ health care.
The VFW also fights to make a full
range of employment and educational
opportunities available to veterans
after they exit the service. And
through its goals of an open national
cemetery in every state, the VFW is
honoring our nation’s heroes in death
no less than in life. Through these and
other activities, the VFW is working
hard to make sure that our nation lives
up to its sacred commitment to those
who have given freedom to America
and the world by giving so much of
themselves.

As a nation, we are duty-bound to
pass on the experiences of America’s
veterans, and their brothers and sisters
who didn’t come home, to future gen-
erations. Through the sacrifices of our
servicemen and women, freedom and
prosperity flourish. The Veterans of
Foreign Wars does the vitally impor-
tant work of making sure that these
sacrifices will never be forgotten.∑
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NATIONAL KIDS VOTING WEEK

∑ Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize Kids Voting USA and
its efforts to educate our children
about civic democracy and the impor-
tance of being an informed voter.

The program began in 1988 with three
Arizona businessmen on a fishing trip
to Costa Rica. They learned that voter
turnout in that country was routinely
about 80 percent. This high turnout
was attributed to a tradition of chil-
dren accompanying their parents to
the polls. The men observed first-hand
the success Costa Rica had achieved by
instilling in children at an early age
the importance of active participation
and voting.

The three Arizona businessmen took
this idea back to the United States and
founded Kids Voting USA. Today, this
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization
reaches 5 million students in 39 states,
and includes 200,000 teachers, and 20,000
voter precincts.

With voter turnout declining each
year, Kids Voting USA recognizes the
need to educate our youth and instill
in them the responsibility to be active,
informed citizens and voters. Kids Vot-
ing USA enables students to visit offi-
cial polls on election day, accompanied
by a parent or guardian, to cast a bal-
lot that replicates the official ballot.
Although not part of the official re-
sults, the students’ votes are registered
at schools and by the media.

This year, National Kids Voting
Week is September 25–29. It is a week
when Kids Voting communities across
the country celebrate this vibrant and
important program. I would like to rec-
ognize Kids Voting USA and all it has
done to promote the future of democ-
racy by engaging families, schools and
communities in the election process.∑

RETIREMENT OF DR. ERNEST
URBAN

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize Dr. Ernest
Urban as he retires from the largest
healthcare system in the world, the
Veterans Health Administration/De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. For 26
years, Dr. Urban’s compassionate, car-
ing medical service has made an im-
pact on our nation’s heroes, our vet-
erans.

Dr. Urban has served the Veterans
Affairs Pittsburgh Healthcare System
comprised of University Drive,
Aspinwall and Highland Drive Divi-
sions for 15 years as Chief of Staff. He
has also been a professor and Assistant
Dean for Veterans Affairs at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh’s School of Medi-
cine since 1985. Prior to 1985, he served
in several other capacities in hospitals
and universities all over the country.
Dr. Urban has also authored publica-
tions dealing with many aspects of
medicine that have proven to benefit
the quality of care for our veterans.
Most importantly, he continues to lec-
ture and teach on a wide range of top-
ics that benefit the VA Health Admin-
istration Personnel and provides med-
ical leadership to carry into the 21st
century.

I have been privileged to personally
witness the hard work and dedication
of doctors like Dr. Urban within the
Veterans Administration Healthcare
System. From 1946 until 1985, my
mother served as a VA nurse at several
hospitals including Aspinwall Veterans
Hospital in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
and Butler Veterans Hospital in Butler,
Pennsylvania. As Chief of Nursing for
32 years, my mother can attest to the
commitment which is typical of VA
doctors and nurses everywhere. During
times of low funding and limited staff-
ing, VA doctors and staff worked hard-
er than ever to care for the needs of
their patients. While my experience on
the Senate Armed Services Committee
has served as affirmation of the dedica-
tion of Veterans Healthcare Adminis-
tration, it pales in comparison to the
hard work and sacrifice that I person-
ally witnessed as the son of someone
who served in the Veterans Healthcare
Administration.

It is at this time that I would like to
recognize Dr. Urban for his tremendous
dedication to the medical profession.
As he prepares for retirement, we can
only celebrate the faithful service he
provided to the needs of all veterans.∑
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THE HONORABLE PETER J.
MACERONI RECEIVES 2000 ALEX-
ANDER MACOMB CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR AWARD

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, each
year, the Southeast Michigan Chapter
of the March of Dimes recognizes a se-
lect group of individuals whose con-
tributions to the Macomb County,
Michigan, community have been in-
valuable I rise today to recognize the
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